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Weekly Column for February 28, 2008 
 
Earlier this week, the City of Troy, in collaboration with more than a dozen other agencies that form 
the Juvenile Crime Enforcement Coalition, officially kicked off the Troy Truancy Reduction Program, 
an initiative aimed at addressing habitual truancy in the Lansingburgh and Troy School Districts, and 
solving the issues that underline this problem. 
 
The Truancy Reduction Program is an idea that we first discussed several years ago, and have spent the 
better part of 18 months seeking funding, collaborating with different organizations, and putting the 
details in place to make sure it is a success. 
 
This project will establish a Truancy Center at the Troy Housing Authority Rainbow Center to be 
staffed by a Program Coordinator and Intake Specialist. Retired Troy Police Officer Colleen Goldston 
will be taking on the job as program coordinator. 
  
A Juvenile Detective position in the Troy Police Department position will be created to support the 
program. All program staff will work with the school districts, probation department, multiple county 
agencies, family court and community-based organizations to identify truants and address the 
underlying causes of their truancy through a well-coordinated referral system.  
 
A case management plan will be crafted for each individual and will include plans for reducing truancy 
as well as accessing services and community supports. The Troy Truancy Reduction Program is 
designed to increase school attendance by assisting in the enforcement of mandatory school attendance 
in the City of Troy. More than merely serving as a holding center for students that will be brought to 
school, the Truancy Center will serve as the confidential forum where the issues that underlie truancy 
are identified and a means to effectively address those issues is codified in the form of a case 
management plan. 
 
This is an idea that brings new meaning to the idea of what partnerships can accomplish.  
 
Grants writer Bill Roehr and Troy Police Captain John Reigert successfully wrote a grant for the 
Truancy Reduction Program, bringing in $191,000, as well as an additional $60,000 to help plan the 
program. The City intends to renew the grant in subsequent years, and is confident it will acquire that 
funding. 
 
This program is intended to help the youth in our City prior to them finding a way into situations that 
harm themselves and the community. It is an important step I am proud has been accomplished.  
 
Don’t forget about Troy Night Out Birthday Party tomorrow night! 
 
Have a great weekend.  
 
Harry J Tutunjian  
Mayor of Troy 


